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News Release 
 

The 2016 Schroders Global Investor Study: 

UK investors show concerns over their 

retirement provisions 

20 June 2016  

 

Just under half (44%) of UK investors are concerned that they won’t have enough money to enjoy a 

comfortable life when they retire according to the 2016 Schroders Global Investor Study, with 

around one in ten (9%) of those concerned admitting they don't have a pension yet. 

 

The Study, which surveyed 1,000 investors in the UK and 20,000 investors globally, showed that 14% 

of UK investors are “very concerned” that they will not have enough money in retirement whilst 30% 

are “quite concerned” by this concept.  

 

Lack of interest 

The results highlighted a worrying lack of interest in pensions with almost a quarter (24%) of those 

concerned saying they would prefer to spend their money on something else. 

 

This issue is more evident in the millennial age group (aged 18–35) with 14% of those who felt 

concerned, saying they don’t have a pension and 35% saying they would prefer to spend their money 

on something else. 

 

Insufficient funds were also a problem with 16% of concerned investors stating that they couldn't afford 

to save into a pension. A fifth (21%) of millennials who were concerned said they couldn’t afford to 

save into a pension.  
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Lack of Knowledge 

Knowledge of pensions was also an issue with 39% saying their main reason for being concerned 

was because they didn’t know how much they should be saving each month to have a sufficient 

pension pot in retirement 31% said they weren't sure what investments to make for their pensions. 

 

Only a quarter (26%) of UK investors said they weren't concerned about their retirement income 

stating the following reasons: 

 

 They have a regular savings account to support their retirement (59%)  

 They have a personal pension (53%)  

 They would be relying on an ISA to support their retirement (37%) 

 They have a sufficient workplace pension scheme which will see them through retirement 

(49%)  

 

Investing in property was seen as another option with 19% of unconcerned investors saying they were 

relying on property investments to support them in retirement and 12% relying on downsizing their 

home. 

 

Robin Stoakley, Managing Director of UK Intermediary commented: 

 

“We are concerned that the results indicate a general lack of engagement for pension planning. This is 

very worrying given the clear message coming through that future generations of pensioners will have 

to provide for themselves.  

 

“We are particularly concerned for millennials as they will not benefit from the intergenerational 

transfer of wealth to the same degree as previous generations thanks to longer life expectancy of their 

parents and grand-parents. The pensions landscape has seen significant changes over the last three 

years and the need for financial advice and financial education is greater than it has ever been. Whilst 

products such as the Lifetime ISA and the Help to Buy ISA provide a welcome addition to savings 

options for younger people, they could be seen as confusing an already complex market.  

 

“As an industry we need to do more to make it easier for investors to understand the importance of 

saving for the long term, and investors themselves need to take responsibility for their financial future.”  
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For more information on the survey results please visit www.schroders.com/gis . To learn more 

about your behavioral biases when investing you can visit www.incomeIQ.com and complete 

our income IQ test.  

 

For further information, please contact: 

Charlotte Banks    Tel: +44 (0)20 7658 2589/ charlotte.banks@schroders.com  

Estelle Bibby    Tel: +44 (0)20 7658 3431/ estelle.bibby@schroders.com  

Notes to Editors 

For trade press only.  To view the latest press releases from Schroders visit: http://ir.schroders.com/media 

Schroders plc 

Schroders is a global asset management company with £324.9 billion (€409.7 billion/US$466.9 billion) under 

management as at 31 March 2016.  Our clients are major financial institutions including pension funds, banks 

and insurance companies, local and public authorities, governments, charities, high net worth individuals and 

retail investors.     

With one of the largest networks of offices of any dedicated asset management company, we operate from 38 

offices in 28 countries across Europe, the Americas, Asia, Middle East and Africa.  Schroders has developed 

under stable ownership for over 200 years and long-term thinking governs our approach to investing, building 

client relationships and growing our business. 

Further information about Schroders can be found at www.schroders.com. 

Issued by Schroder Investment Management Ltd, which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct 

Authority.  For regular updates by e-mail please register online at www.schroders.com for our alerting service. 

Notes: About the Schroders Global Investor Study 2016 

Schroders commissioned Research Plus Ltd to conduct an independent online study, between 30 March and 25 April 2016, of 

20,000 investors in 28 countries around the world, including 1,000 in the UK. This research defines ‘investors’ as those who 

will be investing at least €10,000 (or the equivalent) in the next 12 months and who have made changes to their investments 

within the last five years. These individuals represent the views of investors in each country included in the study. 
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