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UNDER EMBARGO: News Release 
 

Global investor confidence set to return during 2013 – 
Asia seen as engine for growth 

 

• Schroders Global Investment Trends Report highlights disconnect between 
investment behaviour and economic performance around the world 

• Trend from bonds to equities set to grow in 2013 but investors still have heavy 
cash-bias 

• USA investors and Asian investors most confident for investment prospects 
over the next 12 months 
 

15 May, 2013 Global investor confidence is returning but at different rates around the world, according 

to a comprehensive new report by Schroders.  Analysis of the Schroders Global Investment Trends 

Report 1, a survey of 14,800 investors in 20 countries, reveals that over four fifths (81%) of global 

investors2 are planning to increase or invest the same amount over the next 12 months, reflecting the 

recent rally in global stock markets. 

 

More than a third (38%) of investors around the world are planning to increase the amount they invest 

in the next 12 months, with an average increase of 3% compared to 12 months ago.  Asian investors 

will increase their investments over this period by 5.5%, compared to a 1% increase by European 

investors – the least confident region. 

 

The report shows confidence is returning – almost half (48%) of global investors are more confident 

about investment opportunities in 2013 than they were last year, more than double the proportion 

(18%) of investors who are less confident. Those in the USA and Asia (59% respectively) were more 

                                                

1 Schroders commissioned Research Plus Ltd to conduct an independent survey of 14,800 investors in 20 countries around 
the world who intend to invest €10,000 or more during the next 12 months.  The survey was conducted online between 28th 
March - 12th April 2013 and these individuals accurately reflect the demography of each country involved in the survey. 

2For the purpose of this research project we have defined an ‘investor’ as someone with €10,000 or equivalent that they are 
looking to invest in the next 12 months. 
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confident about prospects, compared to around one-in-three (39%) investors in Europe and the 

Middle-East.  

 

The Italians and the Portuguese were amongst the least optimistic countries, with 38% and 37% 

respectively, feeling less confident.   

 

However, the report also highlighted a divergence between what investors think is the most attractive 

region for growth and their actual investment planning.  For instance, 58% of global investors say that 

the Asia / Asia Pacific3 region offers the best growth potential in 2013. When asked about their 

investment intentions over the next 12 months, only two fifths of global investors (40%) said they are 

planning to invest in Asian equities.  

 

The much talked about investor home-bias is also clear in the survey results, with 80% of USA 

investors seeing the best growth potential for investments in their home country, while on average 

55% of Asian investors believe their own country will offer the best growth potential over the next 12 

months. Meanwhile, investors in Europe and the Middle-East (40%) showed the least confidence in 

their own country as the focus for growth. Within Europe, Switzerland has the highest home-bias 

(61%), followed by Germany (59%).  

 

On a regional basis, more than half of investors in Asia (52%) favour investing in Asia Pacific 

countries, with 45% of European and Middle-Eastern investors seeing Asia Pacific as an engine for 

growth (more than any other region, and more than their own countries). Despite USA investors’ 

preference for domestic assets, more than one-in-three (37%) also said they saw Asia Pacific as 

offering significant growth potential in 2013. 

 

Despite stock market growth of nearly 20 per cent4 in 2012, Europe continues to be regarded less 

favourably by investors. Just 12% of investors in Europe and the Middle-East, and 9% in the USA 

viewed Western European countries as offering good investment prospects, and just 7% of those in 

Asia viewed Western European investments as attractive. 

 

                                                
3 Asia Pacific includes China and Australasia (e.g. Australia, Fiji and New Zealand) 

4 Source: Thomson Datastream, Bloomberg, Schroders, 250413 
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Massimo Tosato, Executive Vice Chairman, Schroders plc said: “It is clear that investor sentiment 

globally is changing. These findings paint a picture of growing investor confidence.  As we move 

through the second-quarter of 2013 there’s a growing consensus that the global recovery is gathering 

pace, but at different rates around the world. Investors are planning to return to the stock market in 

greater numbers this year and see growth opportunities, particularly in equities and notably in Asia.”  

 

When asked about their product preferences for the next 12 months, the much anticipated shift 

towards investing in equities is clear and growing.  More than two thirds (68%) of investors are 

planning to invest in equities5 in 2013 and only 25% are planning to invest in fixed income products.    

 

“Overall, 71% of the investors polled in the USA are planning to invest in equities in the next 12 

months. A testament to their belief in their home country and to their strong equity culture”, comments 

Massimo Tosato.   

 

However, the appetite for equities is not reflected in the investors’ approach to risk: Globally, 

investors said they are looking to split investments into 46% low-risk assets, 34% to medium-risk 

assets and 20% to high-risk assets.   

 

The report also highlights how wider economic conditions have taken their toll on the overall 

investments and disposable wealth of respondents since the recession in 2008. Only 35% of investors 

globally stated that their investments had increased since then, compared to 48% who said they had 

decreased.  

 

However, the approach to risk varies significantly between regions, with investors in Asia looking to 

place 39% of new investment into low-risk assets, compared to investors in Europe who are seeking 

to place more than half (51%) of new investments into low-risk investments in 2013. USA investors 

are looking to place 40% of new investments into low-risk assets. 

 

“Despite the fact that last year the European market grew by nearly 20%, the Japanese market has 

grown by more than 36% already this year, and gold, the safe haven has gone down over 14%, a 

                                                

5 Equity-based investment funds, emerging markets equities and multi asset funds 
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surprising proportion of investors are choosing to remain in cash (29%).  And yet, 55% of global 

investors say that long-term income and growth generation is the main aim of their investments. This 

shows a divergence between what investors would like to achieve and the actions that are actually 

being taken”, continues Massimo Tosato.  

 

The greatest investment concern for investors is the on-going Eurozone debt crisis, cited by nearly 

half (49%) of investors globally as something that worries them as they look to their investment 

strategy for the next 12 months. More than two fifths (42%) also cite wider political instability and 

uncertainty over the policy direction of governments, and 40% are concerned about a weak global 

recovery. 

 

Massimo Tosato commented, “In the face of this nervousness more than one-in-four global investors 

(29%) are still looking to increase exposure to cash-based savings this year. This is surprising given 

low or close to zero interest rates in many countries and rising stock-market performance. Finding the 

right investment opportunity is crucial. Savers are seeking information and analysis on asset 

performance from multiple sources and the role of intermediaries is becoming increasingly important.” 

 

One-in-three will rely on advice from intermediaries (34%), with 21% going to a financial adviser. 

Approximately a fifth (18%) view financial websites and one-in-ten (9%) gain information and analysis 

via the media. 

 

The Schroders Global Investment Trends Report found that the average active investor will invest or 

re-invest the equivalent of €61,500 over the next 12 months, although over half (53%) are looking to 

invest between €10,000 and €40,000.  Around a fifth (21%) of global investors will invest €100,000 or 

more over this period.  Investors in the USA are planning to invest the most ($132,487, the equivalent 

of €100,690), compared to the equivalent of €35,813 by Indonesian investors, who are investing the 

least. 

 

Asia - The average amount to be invested or re-invested by Asian investors in 2013 is just 

over the equivalent of €49,000, although almost half (45%) are looking to invest between 

€10,000 - €40,000.  A third (34%) are looking to invest approximately €60,000 or more. 

 
Europe and the Middle East - The average amount to be invested or re-invested by 

European and Middle Eastern investors in 2013 is just over the equivalent of €58,000, 
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although just over half (51%) are looking to invest between €10,000 - €30,000. Around a 

quarter (24%) are looking to invest approximately €60,000 or more. 

 
The USA - The average amount to be invested / re-invested by USA investors in 2013 is just 

over $132,000 (€100,000), although just over a quarter (26%) are looking to invest between 

$13,000 - $30,000. Around half (48%) are looking to invest $100,000 or more. 

 

Massimo Tosato concludes, “What is clear is that investors are intending to return to the market in 

greater numbers this year and see opportunities for growth, notably in equities. With this growing 

investment appetite and the desire to seek financial advice, we believe 2013 could be the watershed 

year in the journey back to a more robust global investment environment.” 

 

For more details about the report: www.schroders.com/sgitr2013   
 

For further information, please contact: 

Beth Saint    Tel: +44 (0)20 7658 6168/ elizabeth.saint@schroders.com 

Kathryn Sutton    Tel: +44 (0)20 7658 5765/ kathryn.sutton@schroders.com 

Notes to Editors 

For media only.  To view the latest press releases from Schroders visit: http://ir.schroders.com/media 

Schroders commissioned Research Plus Ltd to conduct an independent survey of 14,800 investors in 
20 countries around the world who intend to invest €10,000 or more during the next 12 months.  The 
survey was conducted online between 28th March - 12th April 2013 and these individuals accurately 
reflect the demography of each country involved in the survey.  

This material is not intended as an offer or solicitation for the purchase or sale of any financial 
instrument. The material is not intended to provide, and should not be relied on for, accounting, legal 
or tax advice, or investment recommendations. The opinions stated in this presentation include some 
forecasted views. We believe that we are basing our expectations and beliefs on reasonable 
assumptions within the bounds of what we currently know.  However, there is no guarantee that any 
forecasts or opinions will be realized. 

Schroders plc 

Schroders is a global asset management company with £236.5 billion (EUR279.7 billion/$359.2 billion) 
under management as at 31 March 2013.  Our clients are major financial institutions including pension 
funds, banks and insurance companies, local and public authorities, governments, charities, high net 
worth individuals and retail investors.     

With one of the largest networks of offices of any dedicated asset management company, we operate 
from 33 offices in 27 countries across Europe, the Americas, Asia and the Middle East.  Schroders 
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has developed under stable ownership for over 200 years and long-term thinking governs our 
approach to investing, building client relationships and growing our business. 

Further information about Schroders can be found at www.schroders.com. 

Issued by Schroder Investment Management Ltd, which is authorised and regulated by the Financial 
Conduct Authority.  For regular updates by e-mail please register online at www.schroders.com for our 
alerting service. 
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