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25 September 2019 

The proportion of Hong Kong investors who are investing sustainably is significantly lagging behind those 
who expressed interest and would like to invest, indicating that a gap exists between investors’ intentions 
and their tangible actions, the Schroders Global Investor Study 2019 has found.   

The survey of over 25,000 investors around the world, including 500 of them from Hong Kong, has found 
that 53% of Hong Kong investors said they would always consider sustainable factors when selecting an 
investment product, and that 52% think individuals like them can significantly contribute to a more 
sustainable world by choosing sustainable investment products. However, the same study found that only 
13% of Hong Kong investors already invest sustainably.  

In comparison, 66% of Asian investors and 57% of investors globally said they would always consider 
sustainable factors when selecting an investment product, and that 63% and 60% of them, respectively, 
believe they can significantly contribute to a more sustainable world by choosing sustainable investment 
products. But like their Hong Kong peers, adoption rate is low, with only 17% of Asian investors and 16% of 
investors globally already invest sustainably.  

Hong Kong investors who identify themselves as being expert/advanced investors (23%) were more likely to 
invest sustainably, compared to those who consider themselves intermediate (10%) and 
beginner/rudimentary (6%) investors.  
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Investing sustainably also ranked mid-table in terms of overall financial priorities. Investors in Hong Kong 
instead cited the need to generating an expected level of income, meeting total return expectations, avoid 
losing money and reasonable fees as more important factors.  

 

The three key factors that motivate Hong Kong investors to invest more sustainably include changes to 
regulations encouraging them to invest more in sustainable investments, a rating from an independent 
body confirming a genuinely sustainable approach, and should financial advisers provide more, easy to 
understand information.  
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Amy Cho, Chief Executive Officer, Hong Kong and Head of Intermediary Clients, Asia Pacific, 
Schroders, commented:  

“Attitudes towards sustainable investing are changing, Asian investors including those in Hong Kong are 
increasingly aware of ESG matters such as climate change and how their investment decisions can contribute to a 
more sustainable world. However, Hong Kong investors are still slightly behind their global counterparts in 
recognising the necessity of sustainable investments. It is evident that there is still room for improvements in 
bridging awareness with action.  

“To lead this change, we believe that engagement and education are necessary to help Hong Kong investors to 
clear their misconceptions, understand the benefits behind sustainable investments, and how they can do it. 

“We are having deeper conversations with our fund distribution partners and offering them training assistance to 
help enhance awareness and knowhow on the sustainability topic, so that they may in turn, put that to use to 
support investors.”  

Jessica Ground, Global Head of Stewardship, Schroders, commented:  

“There remains a gulf between people’s sustainable investment aspirations and the reality of how they prioritise 
these factors in their investment decision-making. A significant proportion of investors clearly believe that 
sustainable investing is important, but this is yet to translate into tangible action for the majority. This will 
unfortunately leave investors vulnerable to the global impacts caused by the issues such as climate change. It is 
important that asset managers and the broader industry – including the likes of policymakers globally – work with 
investors to ensure they can better identify the benefits of investing sustainably and, in turn, are able to access 
funds which will enable them to do so.” 

Generation X vs Millennials 

The study also found ‘Generation X’ Hong Kong investors are more motivated to invest sustainably than 
other age groups, in contrast to the common consensus that ‘millennials’ are driving sustainable investing 
efforts.  

Instead, 63% of Hong Kong’s Generation X (38-50 years old) said they always consider sustainability factors 
when selecting an investment product, compared to 49% of millennials (18-37 years old) and 48% of baby 
boomers (51-70 years old).  

Generation X were also the most likely to feel that their individual investments could have a direct impact in 
contributing to a more sustainable world (58%) – again a proportion greater than millennials (53%) and also 
baby-boomers (37%).  

Perhaps, most emphatically, almost two-thirds of Generation X investors (63%) agreed that all investment 
funds should consider sustainability factors and not just those designed as ‘sustainable investment funds’, 
ahead of baby-boomers (59%) and millennials (51%).  
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*In April 2019, Schroders commissioned Research Plus Ltd to conduct an independent online survey of 25,743 people who invest 
from around the globe. This research defines “investors” as those who will be investing at least €10,000 (or the equivalent) in the 
next 12 months and who have made changes to their investments within the last 10 years. 
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For further information, please contact: 

Thomas Kwan 
Hume Brophy (Hong Kong) 

Tel: +852 3008 3811  
Email: thomas.kwan@humebrophy.com  

Zita Lo  
Schroder Investment Management (Hong Kong) 
Limited 

Tel: +852 2843 7559 
Email: zita.lo@schroders.com  

About Schroders 

As a global investment manager, we help institutions, intermediaries and individuals meet their goals, fulfil 
their ambitions, and prepare for the future. But as the world changes, so do our clients’ needs. That’s why 
we have a long history of adapting to suit the times and keeping our focus on what matters most to our 
clients. 

Doing this takes experience and expertise. We bring together people and data to spot the trends that will 
shape the future. This provides a unique perspective which allows us to always invest with conviction. We 
are responsible for £444.4 billion (€496.6 billion/$565.5 billion)* of assets for our clients who trust us to 
deliver sustainable returns. We remain determined to build future prosperity for them, and for all of society. 
Today, we have 5,000 people across six continents who focus on doing just this. 

We are a global business that’s managed locally. This allows us to always keep our clients’ needs at the 
heart of everything we do. For over 200 years and more than seven generations we’ve grown and developed 
our expertise in tandem with our clients’ needs and interests. 

Further information about Schroders can be found at www.schroders.com.hk.  

*as at 30 June 2019 
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