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Over one-third (40%) of Hong Kong investors regard sustainable funds as attractive investments 
because of their likelihood to offer higher returns, Schroders Global Investor Study 2020* has 
found. This study of more than 23,000 people globally, including 500 of them from Hong Kong, 
also found that 39% of investors favoured sustainable funds because of the wider environmental 
impact, and 29% said it was due to personal societal principles. 

 

Hong Kong investors believe that themselves as an individual can contribute to a more sustainable 
society through their investments, with more than a third (38%) of them choosing to invest 
sustainable funds rather than those that do not consider sustainability factors. 



Page 2 of 3   

Amy Cho, Chief Executive Officer, Hong Kong and Head of Intermediary, Asia Pacific, 
Schroders, commented:  

“It is exceptionally positive to see that many investors today believe that investing sustainably does not 
have to come at the expense of performance, and that people want their values reflected in the way they 
invest. 

 “Our focus as an asset manager is to help our clients better navigate the sustainable investment space. 
Our aim is to deliver not only returns for investors, but better outcomes for society as a whole.” 

Access to information is key in helping investors understand the sustainable impact of their 
investments. Almost nine-tenth (89%) of Hong Kong investors wanted more information to 
reassure them that their investments are sustainable, whether this is from solution providers’ self-
certification (36%), third-party endorsement of sustainable investments (31%), or regular updates 

from the investment providers (22%). In fact, 59% of Hong Kong investors said they frequently or 

occasionally ask their financial advisor for information around sustainable investing. 

 “Sustainable investing often means different things to different people, their personal beliefs are often a 
key part of this. For some, this may entail putting a greater investment emphasis on companies that 
place environmental issues at the top of their corporate agendas for others they may seek divestment 

from fossil fuel producers. Communication is therefore key; investors need to understand what investing 
sustainably really means and entails. This is a core focus for Schroders; working closely with our clients 
and business partners to ensure we are meeting their sustainable investment needs and objectives,” 
commented Amy Cho. 

With climate change being one of the significant challenges in sustainable development, Hong 
Kong investors ranked individuals such as themselves third in line (55%) as being responsible for 
mitigating climate change, behind national governments & regulators (66%) and inter-government 
organisations like the United Nations (62%).  

When specifically asked what they think investment managers should do with regards to 
companies involved in the fossil fuel industry, 54% of Hong Kong investors think investment 
managers should leverage the influence they have by withdrawing funds from these companies.  

Climate change can be costly and disruptive to people’s lives. It is already having a major impact 
on how people invest. That is also why Schroders, starting from this year, has incorporated the 
impact of climate change into its 30-year forecasts for different asset classes and markets.   

In addition to expressing their beliefs in sustainability through investment, investors are also 
acting in their daily lives. Reducing or recycling household waste (52%) was found to be the most 
common way among those who wish to contribute to a more sustainable society. They would also 
buy locally produced goods that have lower carbon footprints (44%) and avoid businesses with 
poor social responsibility track records (42%). 
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To find out more about Schroders Global Investor Study 2020, please click here. 

*In April 2020, Schroders commissioned an independent online survey of over 23,000 people who invest 
from 32 locations around the globe. This spanned countries across Europe, Asia, the Americas and more. 
This research defines people as those who will be investing at least €10,000 (or the equivalent) in the next 
12 months and who have made changes to their investments within the last 10 years. 
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About Schroders 

As a global investment manager, we actively and responsibly manage investments for a wide range 
of institutions and individuals, to help them meet their financial goals and prepare for the future. 
The world is forever changing, and with our clients at the centre of everything we do, we understand 
the need to continue to adapt and evolve our business in line with what matters most to our clients 
today, and in the future. 

Our ongoing success is built on a history of experience and expertise, whereby we partner with our 
clients to construct innovative products and solutions across our five business areas consisting of 
Private Assets & Alternatives, Solutions, Mutual Funds, Institutional and Wealth Management and 
invest in a wide range of assets and geographies. By combining our commitment to active 
management and focus on sustainability, our strategic capabilities are designed to deliver positive 
outcomes for our clients.  

We are responsible for £525.8 billion (€578.4 billion/$649.6 billion)* assets of our clients, managed 
locally by 42 investment teams worldwide. As a global business with over 5,000 talented staff across 
35 locations, we are able to stay close to our clients and understand their needs. We have over 200 
years of experience in investment and innovation and remain committed to creating a better future 
by investing responsibly for our clients. 

Further information about Schroders can be found at www.schroders.com.hk. 

*as at 30 June 2020 
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