
 

 

 

 
 

News Release 

 
In Conversation with Paul Polman: The Role of 
Business in Solving the Problem of #TheZero   

29 June 2021 

In the closing session of day one of Schroders’ flagship investment conference for clients in the Asia Pacific 
region#, Ella Reilly, Sustainability Manager, Schroders, moderated a discussion with the event’s keynote 
speaker Paul Polman, Vice-Chair of the UN Global Compact, former CEO of Unilever and Co-Founder of 
IMAGINE^, who shared his views on how the private sector can play a pivotal role in accelerating progress to 
tackle the critical challenges facing people and the planet, including the race to net #Zero emissions, and what 
investors can do to drive and participate in this journey.    

Paul noted that climate change and inequality are the two biggest sustainability challenges we face today, and 
it is in the interest of the business community to step-up and tackle these issues.   

Paul Polman, Vice-Chair of the UN Global Compact, former CEO of Unilever and Co-Founder of IMAGINE, 
commented: 

“Climate change and inequality are significant global challenges, but I think 2020 and the Covid-19 pandemic has 
raised awareness of what needs to be done. People have realised that the cost of not addressing these issues is now 
significantly higher than the cost of taking action, which makes it a financially attractive proposition.  

“I believe it is time to reinvent our economic growth model, one that not only takes profit maximisation into account, 
but also the planet and people. It could bring a stronger development for the world as a whole and chart a new route 
to sustainability and rising living standards for all. When I was working on developing the 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals as a member of the UN Secretary General’s High-Level Panel, we found that there was an 
opportunity to unlock US$12 trillion dollars of economic value and 380 million jobs over the next decade if we 
achieved these goals. This is a huge business opportunity.         

As a pioneer for sustainability in business, Paul shared his perspectives on why a purpose-driven approach can 
build more successful businesses, and what the investment industry can do to help accelerate thinking on 
sustainability.   

“It is important that businesses step up and put purpose at the core. Companies that understand that and put 
purpose at the middle of their business models will do better, have more engaged employees, have better connections 
with their communities and people in their value chains, and can be more innovative. Ultimately, that translates into 
better overall results. If we look at the Russell 5000 index, these companies outperformed their sectors over the last 
four years and during the pandemic have had double-digit margins compared to their benchmarks. 

“The investment industry also plays a crucial role. Today, everywhere we look points to this green recovery being more 
cost efficient, able to generate higher returns, and provide more resilient jobs. Many asset managers are now holding 
companies to a higher standard in terms of social and environmental behaviour. Investors are also increasingly 
recognising that companies with strong ESG performance deserve a premium valuation to their share price, and 
companies that prioritise ESG initiatives represent better opportunities for long term returns. 
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“From an investment perspective, one important thing that investors should do is align their portfolios with the Paris 
Agreement and decarbonise their portfolios. I also think putting nature higher on the investment agenda could 
present interesting opportunities.  

 

#On 29 and 30 June 2021, Schroders engaged financial industry professionals and business leaders at its 
flagship investment conference for clients across Asia Pacific to discuss the potential levers investors can pull 
to drive sustainable investments in #TheZero environment – whether it is in the interest rate policy, return on 
traditional income investments, the rising urgency to reach net zero emissions, or in a world where zero action 
means zero results.  
 
A diverse line-up of thought leaders discussed a range of topics, from the role that policy makers and 
investment managers play, to exploring new investment themes and solutions that have opened up for 
investors in the dynamic age of #TheZero, with a particular focus on private markets, income investing, China, 
thematic investing, energy transition and climate change. 

 

^Under Paul Polman’s decade-long leadership, Unilever succeeded at meeting the goals set out in its 
Sustainable Living Plan, which aimed to double its growth while reducing its environmental impact by half and 
tripling its social impact. He has since founded IMAGINE, a social venture focused on accelerating business 
leadership across a range of industries to achieve the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). This is 
reflective of Paul’s leadership in the UN, including his role as member of the UN Secretary General’s High-level 
Panel that developed the SDGs and vice-chair of the UN Global Compact.  
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About Schroders 

As a global active asset manager, the way we direct capital not only shapes the financial returns we achieve for 
our clients but also the impact that the companies in which we invest on their behalf might have on society. 
The relationship between these two outcomes has rapidly evolved as we see a fundamental shift in how 
companies are viewed and valued. Understanding the impact that they can have on society and the planet is 
crucial in assessing their ability to deliver risk-adjusted profits. 

Our ongoing success is built on a history of experience and expertise, whereby we partner with our clients to 
construct innovative products and solutions across our five business areas consisting of Private Assets & 
Alternatives, Solutions, Mutual Funds, Institutional and Wealth Management and invest in a wide range of 
assets and geographies. By combining our commitment to active management and focus on sustainability, our 
strategic capabilities are designed to deliver positive outcomes for our clients.  
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We are responsible for £574.4 billion (€641.7 billion/$785.1 billion)* assets of our clients, managed locally by 42 
investment teams worldwide. As a global business with over 5,500 talented staff across 37 locations, we are 
able to stay close to our clients and understand their needs. We have over 200 years of experience in 
investment and innovation  

Further information about Schroders can be found at www.schroders.com.hk.  

*as at 31 December 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Information  
Any security(s) mentioned above is for illustrative purpose only, not a recommendation to invest or divest. 
This document is intended to be for information purposes only and it is not intended as promotional material in any respect. The views and 
opinions contained herein are those of the author(s), and do not necessarily represent views expressed or reflected in other Schroders 
communications, strategies or funds. The material is not intended to provide, and should not be relied on for investment advice or 
recommendation.  Opinions stated are matters of judgment, which may change. Information herein is believed to be reliable, but Schroder 
Investment Management (Hong Kong) Limited does not warrant its completeness or accuracy. 
Investment involves risks. Past performance and any forecasts are not necessarily a guide to future or likely performance. You should 
remember that the value of investments can go down as well as up and is not guaranteed. Exchange rate changes may cause the value of 
the overseas investments to rise or fall. For risks associated with investment in securities in emerging and less developed markets, please 
refer to the relevant offering document. 
The information contained in this document is provided for information purpose only and does not constitute any solicitation and offering of 
investment products. Potential investors should be aware that such investments involve market risk and should be regarded as long-term 
investments. 
Derivatives carry a high degree of risk and should only be considered by sophisticated investors. 
This material, including the website, has not been reviewed by the SFC. Issued by Schroder Investment Management (Hong Kong) Limited. 
 
Schroder Investment Management (Hong Kong) Limited  
Level 33, Two Pacific Place, 88 Queensway, Hong Kong 
www.schroders.com.hk 

http://www.schroders.com.hk/
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/dUuuCP7wZFZ9YjYt0syKT?domain=schroders.com.hk

